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I dug up the half row of potatoes for him which he had left
unfinished.

Monday, 26 September

Magistrates' meeting at noon. Two Clyro cases. An unsuccessful
attempt by Samuel Evans' daughter and wife of the Bird's Nest to
father the daughter's hase child upon Edward Morgan of Cwm-
pelved Green. It came out that Mrs. Evans had been shameless
enough to let the young man sit up at night with Emily after she
and her husband had gone to bed. Mrs. V. most properly repri-
manded her publicly and turned her out of the Club. Such conduct
ought to be strongly marked and disapproved. The other case was
the Crowther's Pool fighting case which was burked and settled
out of court.

Wednesday, 28 September, Michaelmas Eve

I went out for a walk with Mr. G. Venables over the Doldowlod
suspension bridge across the Wye and up the Llandrindod road.

We fell into conversation about Wordsworth and the following
are some of Mi. George Venables' recollections of him.

'I was staying at Ambleside with some people who knew Words-
woith and was introduced to him theie. Then I went over to tea
at his house, Rydal Mount. Wordsworth's sister Dorothy was in
the room, an old woman at that time. She was depressed and took
no part in the conversation and no notice of what was passing. Her
brother told me he attributed the failure of her health and intellect to
the long walks she used to take with him, e.g. from Llyswen to
Llanthony.

*He said he met "Peter Bell" on the road between Builth and
RJiayader.

*One evening riding near Rydal I saw Wordsworth sauntering
towards me wearing a shade over his eyes, which were weak, and
crooning our aloud some lines of a poem which he was composing.
I stopped to avoid splashing him and apologized for having
intruded upom him. He said, "I am glad I met you for I
want to consult you about some lines I am composing in which
I want to make the shadow of Etna fall across Syracuse, the moun-
tain being 40 miles from the city. Would this be possible?" I replied
that there was nothing in the distance to prevent the shadow of
the mountain falling across the city. The only difficulty was that